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Nicholas Pasquier, son of a member of the States-General,
tells us. How that the Queen Mother, being told by Ruggieri
to gaze steadily into a large mirror which hung on the wall,
when she would see the future Kings of France appear in suc-
cession, while each of them would reign as many years as his
apparition in the mirror made complete turns, in trepidation
did so. First, there appeared a pale and sickly youth whom
she recognised as her son Francis II, who slowly made one
turn and then faded from her view. Next came her son
Charles, who, as Catherine breathlessly watched, made thir-
teen turns and passed out of sight. He was followed by her
son Henry, who rapidly made fifteen turns and then sud-
denly vanished. Then entered on the scene Henry of Navarre,
who, as Catherine (now unable to remove her gaze from this
strange pageant) watched as one spellbound, made twenty
turns, and likewise suddenly disappeared. Following him
came a bright boy,24 who continued turning again and again
until, when he had done so thirty times, Catherine in an
agony cried out that she could look no more, and fainted
away. So at least runs the legend. And the next day Catherine,
much shaken by what she had seen, left Chaumont, and
never again saw the cMteau where she had spent so many
gloemy years, and the last visit to which had been marked
by so weird an experience.

But the residence which she had taken in exchange for it
was the delight of Catherine's heart, and became during the
rest of her life her favourite abode. Situated on the borders
of the forest of Amboise, Chenonceaux, which had originally
been a mill, worked by the waters of the river Cher, had been
gradually improved by successive owners until it became a
charming chateau, which about the year 1523 was bought
by Francis I. Catherine had always coveted it, from the days
when Francis I had taken her there on some of their hunting
trips together. And it was another of the bitter things she had
had to bear that on the latter's death her husband, Henry II,
instead of allowing it to become hers, gave it to Diane de